




How to use this toolkit

Dear Dream Activist,

Since our very successful National Dream Act Graduation on June 23rd, 
groups around the country have spent the summer visiting legislators, edu-
cating others about the Dream Act and providing leadership development op-
portunities such as organizing trainings to strengthen youth leadership. In 
short, our work to pass the Dream Act continues stronger than ever.

As thousands of Dream Activists gear up to go back to school, we are organiz-
ing a Back to School National Day of Action on September 23rd. At thousands 
of schools, community centers, college campuses, folks are getting active to 
pass the Dream Act.

This toolkit includes information about how to get active on September 23rd. 
We include sample materials for you to use. Remember YOU can get active 
even if you are very busy or go to school full time. Be creative and remember 
to register your event at http://www.dreamactivist.org/backtoschool/

If you have any questions, do hesitate to contact us at 
admin@dreamactivist.org or at 800.596.7498. You can always contact your 
local group. Their contact info is included in the last page of this toolkit! 

Thanks!

United We DREAM Network



Frequently Asked Questions about the National Back 
to School DREAM Act Day of Action

Where is the Big Event?
- Wherever YOU are! Last June, 500 dreamers came to Washington, DC. It was a 
powerful moment for all those involved. This time, local actions are our strength. 
We need you to stand up for Dreamers wherever you are: in your city, your cam-
pus, your church, your student  club, your fantasy football league, or  your face-
book page.

What are the basics of putting together an action?
1. Get people involved: Reach out to your friends and community members. Di-
vide up the tasks. Make sure people are involved and engaged.
2. Make sure your congressional representatives know: You absolutely MUST 
engage your members of Congress. You can find who they are by going here. If 
they are supporters or don’t know about the DREAM Act, invite them to your 
event. If they are against the DREAM Act, work to get people in your area to dis-
agree with them.
3. Stay in touch: Make sure you register attendees, and get their information for 
actions to be held later. Input those in the national petition so that they get 
United We Dream alerts.

I am not part of an organization, what do you recommend?
More than likely, there is someone else in your area also looking for someone else 
to help them out with the event. Contact your local Dream Act group! You can 
find some of your local groups at this handy google map: http://tiny.cc/
gULsL Also, see below for some actions that do not require huge numbers of 
people to be successful. Start out by registering your event and we will contact 
you if you are on your own.

What kind of event should I do?
There are tons of ideas. This toolkit was done with you in mind. Activities are de-
scribed in detail with level of difficulty also included

Will you provide me with materials?
Yes. This toolkit includes some of the most commonly used documents. Feel free 
to print them out and distribute

How did you choose September 23rd?
Coincidentally enough, September 23rd also marks the anniversary of the first 
commencement ceremony at Harvard College in 1642, the desegregation of Little 
Rock Central High School by the Little Rock Nine in 1957, and Bruce Springsteen’s 
date of birth. And you can’t get any more American than The Boss. For astronomi-
cally-minded dreamers, we should note that this day also marks the Autumnal 
Equinox.



Frequently Asked Questions about the National Back 
to School DREAM Act Day of Action

Ok, then what is this United We Dream you speak of?
United We Dream, a.k.a. UWD, a.k.a. The Network, a.k.a. The Coalition, has ex-
isted for almost as long as the DREAM Act has been a legislative proposal. From a 
loose network of organizations, we are working to create a national organization 
that represents immigrant youth. Our board members have backgrounds in a 
wide array of pro-immigrant organizations such as DreamActivist, the New York 
State Youth Leadership Council, IDEAS at UCLA, Students Working for Equal 
Rights (Florida), the University Leadership Initiative in Texas, Student Immigrant 
Movement (Massachusetts), National Immigration Law Center, SEIU, United 
States Students Association, and more. Our first joint project was launching and 
growing the national petition, and we have many short-term and long-term plans.

I want to support DREAM students, but I want Congress to pass Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform. What then?
We do too! We strongly feel that by organizing and empowering undocumented 
immigrant youth, we can allow them to lead in the debate over immigration re-
form. The overwhelming majority of undocumented people are hard-working, 
value-driven, family-oriented people who constantly get vilified and scapegoated 
by anti-immigrant groups. Young people can and will represent their families’ 
hopes during the immigration debate and that is why it is important to highlight 
the DREAM Act, either as a legislative proposal or part of a broader reform.

When will the DREAM Act pass?
Nobody knows exactly. With a new administration in place, there are big agendas 
and big debates. The current healthcare reform debate is taking longer than many 
people thought, and immigration reform is also going to be very complicated. 
President Obama, a co-sponsor of the DREAM Act during his time in Congress, 
wants to get reform done, and has indicated that his timeline for accomplishing is 
in early 2010.






